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Monica Castillo is a journalist who enjoys discovering the most engaging culture stories in 

the arts and entertainment industries. Her unconventional path to journalism gives her an 

appreciation for diverse audience needs and innovative social media strategies.  

Experience 

News Writer, The Lily at The Washington Post   March 2018 – Present 

● As the only writer on the team, I’m on hand to cover breaking news, gather and interview sources, turn around 

quick analytical explainers, opinion  pieces, profiles on women and other useful articles.  
● In addition to The Lily, I also contribute to the Post’s  film section and About Us, which features stories about 

race and identity in America, including stories on Daryl Hannah at South by Southwest; Toni Collette on her 

latest film, “Hereditary;” and the issue of tokenism in the case of Junot Díaz. 
 

Staff Writer, The New York Times    June 2016 – Feb. 2018 

● As part of Watching, I covered movies on streaming services and curated our film selections for our over 

200,000 newsletter subscribers. My contributions to this section included lists, guides, features on classic 

movies and a recurring column.  My monthly film lists reached over 3 million readers in 2017. 

● Contributed to the film section, where I reviewed movies and wrote about  representation among Disney 

princesses, Cuban animation, immigration stories on film and documentaries about Cuba.  
 

Freelance Writer      Jan. 2010-June 2016 

● Wrote reviews, features and essays for Village Voice, NPR, Boston Globe, RogerEbert.com, Tribeca Film, Paste 

Magazine, Cosmopolitan, Teen Vogue, Quartz, Screen Rant, Bitch Magazine, and Remezcla. 
● Also contributed to WBUR, Dig Boston, Boston Phoenix, Slant, Movie Mezzanine, SundanceTV, Yahoo!, 

Cinemablend.com, El Planeta, El Mundo Boston and Patch.com. 

 

Entertainment Reporter, International Business Times        Feb. 2015-Feb. 2016 

● As staff film critic, I reviewed major releases like “The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 2,” “Return to Sender,” 

and “Straight Outta Compton.” Made television and radio appearances as a guest critic.  

● Interviewed filmmakers at festivals like Sundance, South by Southwest, and Tribeca Film Festival.  

 

Freelance Producer, Podcasts and Digital Video      Sept. 2012-June 2016 

● Produced innovative videos optimized for social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 

Snapchat. My work included a 360 tour of a Robert Mapplethorpe exhibit, a tribute to Frank Sinatra, 
interviews with the founders of BinderCon and helped create a sketch about East Coast Latino problems. 

● As a graduate student, I trained and supervised other Annenberg students to create social videos. 

● Co-hosted movie-focused podcast, Cinema Fix, for over 80 episodes.  

 

Freelance Social Media Manager   Oct. 2012-June 2016 

● Created a dozen social media accounts and strategies for new SundanceTV and live tweeted premieres. 

● Boosted Facebook audience engagement over 78% over a one-year period for Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology’s School of Architecture and Planning. Developed social media strategies for other several clients. 

 

Education 

University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA  

M.A., Specialized Journalism-Arts as the school’s first film criticism fellow, May 2016 

 

Boston University, Boston, MA  

B.A., Sociology, May 2011 

 

Activities and Interests 

● Current President of the New York City chapter of the National Association for Hispanic Journalists. 

● Founder of the Boston Online Film Critics Association.  

● Taught ballroom dancing at Arthur Murray Dance Studios in Boston and Newton, MA.  

● Public speaking experience: moderated discussions at South by Southwest, Athena Film Fest and Ebertfest. 

Participated on panels at BinderCon, SXSW and Lincoln Center. Hosted several post screening Q & A’s. 

● Native Spanish speaker. 

mailto:mcasti8485@gmail.com
https://www.thelily.com/aclu-reports-widespread-abuse-of-migrant-children-by-immigration-officials/
https://www.thelily.com/mexican-supreme-court-rules-that-prohibiting-abortions-to-rape-victims-is-unlawful/
https://www.thelily.com/yes-the-us-birthrate-fell-no-its-not-time-to-panic/
https://www.thelily.com/yes-the-us-birthrate-fell-no-its-not-time-to-panic/
https://www.thelily.com/its-not-up-to-rep-steve-king-or-anyone-to-police-emma-gonzalezs-identity/
https://www.thelily.com/another-racist-was-caught-on-tape-this-week-heres-why-well-continue-seeing-this/
https://www.thelily.com/actress-maria-elena-laas-says-vida-gets-latinx-and-queer-representation-right/
https://www.thelily.com/the-junot-diaz-allegations-felt-personal-heres-how-im-making-my-anger-productive/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/when-daryl-hannah-neil-young-and-willie-nelsons-son-made-a-netflix-movie-in-three-days/2018/03/23/fad48aca-2ea9-11e8-8688-e053ba58f1e4_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/the-story-behind-hereditary-the-toni-collette-horror-movie-that-scared-the-bejesus-out-of-sundance/2018/06/07/68eb4e62-6907-11e8-bea7-c8eb28bc52b1_story.html?utm_term=.49f3285dab6b
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/the-story-behind-hereditary-the-toni-collette-horror-movie-that-scared-the-bejesus-out-of-sundance/2018/06/07/68eb4e62-6907-11e8-bea7-c8eb28bc52b1_story.html?utm_term=.49f3285dab6b
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2018/05/09/facing-allegations-of-sexual-misconduct-junot-diaz-is-a-cautionary-tale-on-the-trouble-with-tokenism/?utm_term=.7ef629eaec54
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/30/watching/new-on-netflix-hbo-amazon-prime-hulu-november.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/18/watching/horror-movies-what-to-watch-shudder.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/27/watching/picnic-at-hanging-rock-classic-movie.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/27/watching/picnic-at-hanging-rock-classic-movie.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/09/watching/what-to-watch-weekend-movies.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/20/movies/the-girl-without-hands-review.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/25/movies/a-latina-disney-movie-princess-the-wait-isnt-over.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/25/movies/a-latina-disney-movie-princess-the-wait-isnt-over.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/31/movies/improvisation-is-the-heart-of-cuban-animation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/20/movies/dreamers-undocumented-immigrants-hollywood.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/12/movies/cuba-and-curiosity-at-the-new-york-film-festival.html
http://www.villagevoice.com/film/ethiopian-tragedy-difret-finds-profundity-in-pain-7798050
http://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2016/02/03/465322193/in-the-conversation-about-diversity-in-hollywood-where-does-sundance-fit-in
https://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/movies/2013/08/22/theater-fresh-pond-mall-changes-its-name-and-goes-bollywood/OmIXHk0L3MbFIrBEpxAwrM/story.html
http://www.rogerebert.com/festivals-and-awards/highlights-from-the-2015-annual-festival-internacional-del-nuevo-cine-latinoamericano
https://tribecafilm.com/stories/festival-internacional-del-nuevo-cine-latinoamericano-2015-havana-recap-cuba-cuban-film-pelicula
http://www.pastemagazine.com/search?t=monica%20castillo
http://www.pastemagazine.com/search?t=monica%20castillo
http://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/news/a44686/what-happens-when-you-try-rainbow-hair/
http://www.teenvogue.com/story/career-tips-professional-photo-linkedin
http://qz.com/242482/why-foxs-attempt-to-solve-hollywoods-women-problem-wont-work/
http://screenrant.com/most-controversial-movies-films-2015?view=all
https://bitchmedia.org/post/the-horrors-of-motherhood-creep-through-the-babadook
http://remezcla.com/lists/beyond-cigars-and-classic-cars-peak-inside-1960s-cuba-at-this-brooklyn-film-series/
http://www.ibtimes.com/reporters/monica-castillo
http://www.ibtimes.com/hunger-games-mockingjay-part-2-closes-book-jennifer-lawrence-ya-saga-review-2190156
http://www.ibtimes.com/return-sender-stars-rosamund-pike-hollow-shell-her-gone-girl-character-review-2050508
http://www.ibtimes.com/straight-outta-compton-look-back-story-west-coast-rap-reflection-today-review-2052336
https://www.facebook.com/AnnenbergMedia/videos/1605699996416100/
https://www.facebook.com/AnnenbergMedia/videos/1517643025221798/
https://www.facebook.com/AnnenbergMedia/videos/1587949448191155/
https://www.facebook.com/AnnenbergMedia/videos/1510177039301730/
https://www.facebook.com/AnnenbergMedia/

